The Welsh Harp Environmental Education Centre

Activities

The WHEEC currently delivers a range of activities during the school year and the summer holidays.  The activities deliver learning intentions from schemes of work across a number of subjects such as science, geography, ICT and maths. They support the spiritual development of children in the foundation stage, inspiring the awe and wonder felt with new, exciting experiences. Children of primary school age (foundation stage and key stage1-2) are the main users of our centre, but increasingly secondary schools and further education colleges are coming to us and making use of our facilities.  The centre is suitable for students with special needs.   

The following activities are currently delivered by the WHEEC.

Science enquiry.

· The centre provides resources and equipment for Sc1 that schools often do not have, especially at primary level. Children pursue science enquiry experiments at the WHEEC to learn about a wide range of living things and materials. They carry out systematic investigations: making predictions, fair testing, using equipment, observing and measuring and making links to scientific ideas.

· Teachers often use these enquiries and activities to make assessment of pupils’ understanding in Sc1 for their future planning. The centre is an ideal place to observe and assess pupils working toward their targets and achievements in science enquiry. Investigations are cross curricular and learning objectives can be linked to literacy, maths, geography and ICT schemes of work.

Pre: school and foundation stage .( EYFS).

· Exploring the woodland with a nature walk incorporating mini beast hunt – visit to a stream, using their senses and seasonally appropriate art/craft activities.

· Exploring the pond with appropriate equipment.

· Exploring the meadow to investigate the colours and textures of nature across different seasons.

Birds and bees

· Talks and demonstrations on the life and work of honey bees and the equipment beekeepers need to look after them

· Guided bird walks around the centre and to the Welsh Harp reservoir and bird hides.

Arts and crafts

· A range of art and craft activities are available, such as colour palettes, model making and bead work.

Mini beasts and pond studies

· Searching for mini beasts in the woodland, scrub and meadow.  Finding out what they eat and what eats them.  Books and worksheets are used to identify and classify mini beasts.

· Investigating two ponds and learning about the way mini beasts adapt themselves to different environments.

Habitats

· Learning about the plants and animals that live and grow in the scrub, woodland and meadow habitats at the centre. Visiting the Welsh Harp reservoir and open space.

Rocks and soils – Unit 3D

· Finding out where rocks come from, seeing what rocks are under London and looking for evidence of rocks around the centre.  Sorting through the collection of different rocks on site and learning about hard and soft, porous and non-porous rocks.

· Discovering how soils are created and investigating soil from the woods and meadows;                        experimenting with them to find out their characteristics.

· Investigating the centre’s fossils and mineral collection.

· Making a rock box to take back to school.

Rivers 

· Finding out about the water cycle and how rivers shape the land.  Visiting the river Brent and one of its tributaries. Using a range of hands on experiments and a model river, finding out how rivers are formed and learn about erosion, deposition, meanders and many other river features.  Unit 14

Orienteering

· Following a map to find your way through the woods and visit up to 25 control points.

In addition to the above, the site currently offers activities for adults and young people who wish to use the centre for recreational activities, such as:

Water sports

· Kayaking, open Canadian canoeing and bell boating on the Welsh Harp reservoir

Healthy Walks

· Delivered in conjunction with parks.

· 1 part time officer delivers the walks every week with residents.

· The walks have been developed to take in nature watching as well.

Staff training

· The centre is available for staff training and away days where a range of team building activities are available.

· Teacher and teaching assistant insets can be arranged to train staff to use the centre independently and confidently to achieve their own objectives and to run their own activities with full use of its facilities, including an artificial river, maintained ponds, woodland, bird hide, adventure playground, orienteering course, digital microscopes, science equipment, and interactive whiteboard with internet use available for research and information. 

	Life Processes and Living Things (Sc2)

	Section of the  programme of study
	Humans as Organisms
	Green plants as organisms
	Living things in their environment
	Variation and classification

	Year 1
	
	
	
	Ourselves 1A

	
	
	Growing plants 1B
	
	

	Year 2
	Plants and animals in the local environment 2B


	
	
	

	Year 3
	
	Helping plants grow well 3B
	
	

	Year 4 
	Habitats 4B
	
	
	

	Year 5
	Life Cycles 5B
	
	
	

	Year 6
	 
	Interdependence and Adaptation 6A


